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Sen. Danny Carroll's bill that would lift the nuclear moratorium in Kentucky will head to the full 

Senate soon for a vote. 

Senate Bill 89, which proposes lifting the ban on nuclear facilities in Kentucky, passed in the 

Senate's Natural Resources and Energy Committee on Wednesday. Carroll, R-Paducah, said 

some committee members voiced concerns about aspects of the proposed legislation, but he's 

hopeful it will get the votes needed to pass in the Senate.  

Carroll's bill comes after several failed attempts by local leaders over the years to have the state's 

nuclear ban lifted. In addition to Carroll's bill this year and former Paducah Sen. Bob 

Leeper's proposals to have the moratorium lifted, Rep. Gerald Watkins, D-Paducah, has a bill in 

the House that also proposes changing the law regarding nuclear sites.  

Carroll's bill proposes lifting the ban across the state, while Watkins' bill would only allow for 

construction of a nuclear power facility within 50 miles of Paducah.  

Carroll said his bill would lift the ban across the entire state in part because a company might be 

hesitant to operate in a state that doesn't permit it in most areas.  

"I felt like if a utility company wanted to come in and build a nuclear reactor, they'd be more 

likely to do that if the entire state (ban) was lifted," Carroll said.  

He said if Watkins' bill ends up becoming law, he'll still continue to push for lifting the statewide 

moratorium. 

Carroll said some questions surrounding his bill that were discussed in the committee on 

Wednesday involved the possible impact of nuclear energy on the coal industry in Kentucky. 

Another issue involves how nuclear waste would be disposed of. Senate Bill 89 would allow for 

nuclear waste to be stored on-site.  

Last year, Carroll visited the Watts Bar nuclear plant in Tennessee, where he said he learned 

more about the storage of nuclear waste. He said it is stored on-site at the Tennessee plant.  

"That's how it's done there. It's a very safe process. What a lot of people don't understand is that 

once the fuel is used, it can be used again â ¦ there is technology that can be used to recycle the 

fuel," Carroll said.  

He said at the Tennessee plant, all of the waste on site could be stored in a facility the size of the 

end-zone of a football field.  



"People think it's just barrels and barrels of waste, but really it's not," Carroll said. 

He added that legislators are more concerned about lifting Kentucky's nuclear moratorium 

because of its possible interference with the coal industry.  

"I still think the main battle we're fighting has to do with coal and if we're going to compete with 

coal," Carroll said. 

However, he thinks the nation may one day have a greater dependence on nuclear energy. 

"The likelihood of any new coal-fired generators being issued in the future are probably slim â ¦ 

and we're going to have to look for alternative sources. Gas is cheap but it's not going to last, and 

we're going to need to diversify our (energy) portfolio," Carroll said.  

He cited the need for Kentucky to keep up with options for producing energy across the country 

as another reason for his bill to pass. In Wisconsin, which has a nuclear ban similar to 

Kentucky's, the state's legislature passed a bill last week that will lift its restriction and allow for 

nuclear power plants.  

Carroll said he thinks his bill will come before the full Senate within the next two weeks. 

"(Lifting the nuclear ban) is important and it's needed. It's not just about west Kentucky 

anymore, it's pertinent to the entire state," Carroll said. "Things are changing in the state, and we 

have to recognize that."  

Watkins' proposal, House Bill 103, is waiting to be heard in the House's Tourism Development 

and Energy Committee. He said he recently got approval to have the bill heard in committee, but 

before that happens he must contact each member to make sure he has the votes needed to pass.   

Watkins said his bill restricts lifting the ban to Paducah because no previous bill that proposed 

lifting the statewide ban has passed.  

"In the past, my bill was identical to the Senate one in that it would remove the moratorium 

statewide, but I have realized that I can't get a statewide removal passed in the House. It's going 

to have to be more specific," Watkins said. "Because of some coal interests in eastern Kentucky, 

that's why I can't get it passed statewide."  

Watkins said that by allowing nuclear facilities only where the state had one in the past, his bill 

stands a better chance of getting approval in the House.  

"We have the best chance of passing it this year than any other time," he said. "I'm trying to get 

people on board. With it not being statewide I think we're moving forward."  

 


