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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT SITE-SPECIFIC ADVISORY BOARD AT 
PADUCAH  

 
Board Members’ Biographies 

 
Glenda Adkisson (McCracken County).  Ms. Adkisson is currently an instructor of Homeland 
Security for Northwest Arkansas Community College.  She holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Organizational Management and Development from Bluefield College and is a Nursing Program 
Graduate from Weatherford College, with a current license in Kentucky.  As former Director of 
the American Red Cross, Paducah Area Chapter, Ms. Adkisson is sensitive to the community’s 
need to feel confident that cleanup and restoration of the site is done safely.  She is also 
interested in the preservation of jobs in Paducah to help maintain a stable economy.   
Ms. Adkisson is a member of the McCracken County Impact Poverty Task Force, the Local 
Emergency Management Planning Committee, the Regional NOAA Weather Preparedness 
Committee of Western Kentucky, and the Paducah Rotary Club.  She is a resident of Paducah, 
Kentucky, and was appointed to the board in January 2012.  Ms. Adkisson is currently serving 
her first term. 
 
Judy Clayton (McCracken County).  Ms. Clayton is employed by the United States 
Enrichment Corporation.  She is a member of the United Steel Workers union and has been 
chosen as its representative to the EM SSAB at Paducah.  Ms. Clayton has been employed at the 
Paducah plant since 1977 and currently works in the Fire Services Department, where she 
conducts routine inspections and responds to emergencies.  She also served as a guard for several 
years, during which she conducted patrols of the Paducah plant and surrounding areas.   
Ms. Clayton is a resident of West Paducah, Kentucky.  She was appointed to the board in  
April 2006 and previously served as Chair of the EM SSAB at Paducah.  She is currently serving 
her fourth full term. 
 
Robert Coleman (McCracken County).  Mr. Coleman is retired from the United States Postal 
Service, and previously served as a city commissioner in Paducah from 1973 to 2008, including 
six years as mayor pro-tem.  He also held a position with the National League of Cities in 
Washington, DC, and served on the Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources Steering 
Committee.  Mr. Coleman is a lifetime member of the local NAACP chapter and serves on the 
Paducah Lions Club and National Association of Letter Carriers.  He has received nine 
certificates from the University of Kentucky Center for Labor Education and Research.   
Mr. Coleman is interested in the economic development of the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant 
(PGDP) and cleanup activities.  He is a resident of Paducah, Kentucky.  Mr. Coleman was 
appointed to the board in March 2009 and is currently serving his second full term.    
 
Eddie Edmonds III (McCracken County).  Mr. Edmonds is a Chemical Operator with ISP, a 
specialty chemicals company that has no business with EM or the Department of Energy (DOE).  
After serving seven years in the United States Navy, Mr. Edmonds received his Associate of Arts 
from Paducah Community College and Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice from Murray 
State University.  He is interested in keeping the people of his community informed of 
developments at the PGDP, as well as being involved in the decisions regarding future use of the 
land and property at the site.  Mr. Edmonds has served on Washington Street Missionary Baptist 
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Church’s official board since 1994 and is the current Chair.  He is a resident of Paducah, 
Kentucky, and was appointed to the board in January 2012.  Mr. Edmonds is currently serving 
his first term.   
 
David M. Franklin (McCracken County).  Mr. Franklin is an Electronics Instructor at the 
West Kentucky Community & Technical College (WKCTC).  He holds Bachelor of Science and 
Master of Science degrees from Murray State University, as well as a Level-1 instructor 
certificate in Mechatronics Systems from Siemens Corp.  Mr. Franklin coordinates the Health 
Physics Program at WKCTC, training students for careers relating to the cleanup process.   
Mr. Franklin grew up near the PGDP and is concerned with the necessary cleanup of waste 
material at the site and the safety of the workers and the surrounding community.  He is a 
resident of Paducah, Kentucky.  Mr. Franklin was appointed to the board in October 2009 and is 
currently serving his second full term. 
 
Thomas O. Grassham (McCracken County).  Mr. Grassham is a retired Bank Examiner who 
served 33 years as a Certified Financial Institutions Examiner for the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky.  An honorably discharged veteran, he served in the United States Army in Vietnam.  
Mr. Grassham graduated from North Texas State University with a degree in Banking and 
Finance and holds a Graduate Trust certification from Northwestern University.  He is a member 
of Lone Oak First Baptist Church, and the Paducah Rotary Club, where he is chair of the Rotary 
Speech Contest.  His interests include the environment, labor force health and safety, public 
health, and economic development.  Mr. Grassham is a resident of Paducah, Kentucky. 
 
Kyle Henderson (McCracken County).  Mr. Henderson is a Pipefitter and Business Manager 
for Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 184.  He also serves as the Chair of Local 184’s Education 
and Training Trust.  Mr. Henderson is also President of Western Kentucky Building and 
Construction Trades, an Executive Board Member of the Convention Center Corporation, and a 
member of the Kentucky State Apprenticeship Council. A life-long resident of Paducah, he is 
interested in reindustrialization of the site and worker safety.  Mr. Henderson is a high school 
graduate who served his apprenticeship through the Local 184.  He was appointed to the board 
by site appointment in August 2011 and is currently serving his first full term.  
 
Jonathan Hines (McCracken County).  Mr. Hines currently owns TaxPert Financial Services 
and Hines Sotabilt Inspection Services, a building inspection service unrelated to DOE.  He 
retired in 2006 from the City of Paducah Public Works Department after 24 years of service.  
Mr. Hines holds a Bachelor of General Studies from the University of Kentucky and a diploma 
from the Murray State University Functional Industrial Training School.  He was previously 
employed at the Union Carbide Corporation Nuclear Division during the Cascade Improvement 
and Upgrade Programs, working in mechanical, machine, and piping design.  He represented the 
City of Paducah in the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Critical Facilities Study for 
earthquake hazards.  He serves on the Paducah Civic Beautification Board, WC Young 
Community Center, NAACP, and GPS Recycle Now.  Mr. Hinesi goals are to protect the 
interests of the minority community, increasing employment, increasing recycling efforts to save 
tax dollars, and national security.  He is a lifelong resident of Paducah, Kentucky.  Mr. Hines 
was appointed to the board in April 2009 and is currently serving his second full term. 
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Michael C. Kemp (Calloway County).  Dr. Kemp is a professor of Civil/Environmental 
Engineering Technology and program coordinator at Murray State University.  Dr. Kemp has 
previous consulting experience in environmental remediation with CH2M HILL that concluded 
in 1990.  He holds a Ph.D. in Civil/Environmental Engineering from Tennessee Technological 
University, a Master of Science in Civil/Environmental Engineering from Utah State University, 
and a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Tennessee Technological University.  He is 
a 30-plus year member of the American Society of Civil Engineers as well as the Water 
Environment Federation.  He has served in a science advisory capacity on the Four Rivers 
Watershed Watch for 12 years and as a member of the Four Rivers Basin Team for seven years.  
Dr. Kemp has a sincere desire to do what he can to be of benefit to the community and region in 
which he both lives and works by serving on the EM SSAB at Paducah.  He is a resident of 
Murray, Kentucky.  Dr. Kemp was appointed to the board in October 2010 and is currently 
serving his first full term. 
 
Margaret Morgan (Marshall County).  Ms. Morgan works as the Watershed Coordinator for 
Jackson Purchase Resource and Conservation Foundation, Inc.  She holds a Bachelor of Science 
in Wildlife Biology, a Master of Science in Biology, and serves on the American Society for 
Microbiology and the Kentucky Academy of Science.  Ms. Morgan has worked as an 
Environmental Lead Risk Assessor and Asbestos Inspector for the Kentucky Division for Air 
Quality.  As a member of the community, she would like to do her part to ensure the community 
is served both economically and environmentally.  Ms. Morgan is a resident of Benton, 
Kentucky and serves as the Vice-Chair of the EM SSAB at Paducah.  She was appointed to the 
board in March 2009 and is currently serving her second full term. 
 
Kevin Murphy (McCracken County).  Mr. Murphy is retired from being General Utility 
Manager for Calvert City, Kentucky.  He holds a Bachelor of Science in Earth Science and a 
Teaching Certificate from Murray State University, and possesses a total of 25 years of water, 
wastewater, safety, and environmental training.  Mr. Murphy serves as President of the Board of 
Directors for Jackson Purchase Resource Conservation and Development Foundation, Inc., 
where he has been a member for 10 years.  He is also President of the western chapter of the 
Kentucky Water & Wastewater Operators Association, Secretary for the Land Between the 
Lakes Sportsman’s Club, and was appointed by Governor Beshear to the Board of Directors for 
the Kentucky Center for Pollution Prevention.  Mr. Murphy would like to use his professional 
experience and presence in the local community, region, and state to help achieve a positive 
outcome for the Paducah site.  He is a resident of Paducah, Kentucky.  Mr. Murphy was 
appointed to the board in October 2010 and is currently serving his first full term.      
 
Dianne O’Brien (McCracken County).  Dr. O’Brien works part-time teaching and consulting 
at Murray State University.  She holds a Ph.D. from Southern Illinois University in 
Biomechanics, Bachelors’ degrees from Murray State University and Indiana University with 
majors in Mathematics and Health and Physical Education, and a Doctorate in Educational Law 
from Harvard University.  Dr. O’Brien serves as the National Chair for the American Alliance 
for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (AAHPERD) and is the State President for 
AAHPERD.  She is also the National Speaker for the Sport and Recreational Law Association, 
National Leadership Trainer for Phi Delta Kappa International, and serves on the President’s 
Council for Physical Fitness.  She believes the EM SSAB at Paducah can help make a difference 
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in the lives of people and would like to offer her experiences in working with people and the 
environment.  Dr. O’Brien is a resident of Paducah, Kentucky.  She was appointed to the board 
in March 2009 and is currently serving her second full term. 
 
Ben Peterson (Marshall County).  Mr. Peterson serves as GIS/Planner for the City of Paducah, 
Kentucky.  He holds a Master of Science in Geography with an emphasis in Environmental 
Planning and a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture with a minor in Geology from Western 
Kentucky University.  Mr. Peterson is a member of the American Planning Association and 
serves as a member of the Kentucky chapter’s Professional Development Committee.  He is 
certified by the American Institute of Certified Planners, and has been a member of that 
organization since 2004.  Mr. Peterson was part of the planning team awarded a 2005 ICMA 
Program Excellence Award for Outstanding Public/Private Partnerships, 2005 Rudy Bruner 
Award for Excellence in the Urban Environment, as well as a 2004 APA Outstanding Planning 
Award for a Special Community Initiative.  In 2012, Mr. Peterson received his certification as a 
Geographic Information Systems Professional. He believes the future of the PGDP is of great 
importance for the surrounding region and that public/private partnerships are vital to developing 
a future use for the site.  Mr. Peterson is a resident of Benton, Kentucky.  He was appointed to 
the board in October 2010 and is currently serving his first full term.    
 
Richard Rushing (McCracken County).  Mr. Rushing is currently retired from the Paducah & 
Louisville Railway, where he was the Vice President of Marketing and Sales for 12 years.  He 
holds a Bachelor of Science in Finance from Southern Illinois University.  Mr. Rushing is the 
Vice Chair for the Paducah – McCracken County Riverport Authority Board.  He is actively 
involved in Freedom Forever Ministries and serves as the Vice Chairman of Deacons for First 
Baptist Church.  Mr. Rushing wants to be a part of making the decisions that ensure the future 
use of the site is an asset to the community.  He is a resident of Paducah, Kentucky.  Mr. Rushing 
was appointed to the board by site appointment in August 2011 and is currently serving his first 
term. 
 
James Tidwell (McCracken County).  Mr. Tidwell retired as Parish Administrator for St. 
Thomas Moore Catholic Church in 2005.  He previously worked his way up the ranks at CTS 
Corporation from Sales Engineer to President and Manager of CTS of Paducah.  Mr. Tidwell 
was also City Manager of Paducah for 4 years.  Mr. Tidwell holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Radio Engineering from Tri-State University.  He is active as a member of the Rotary Club, 
Paducah Area Chamber of Commerce’s Government Affairs Committee, Lourdes Hospital 
Institutional Ethics Committee, and Lourdes Auxiliary Board.  He is also the Forest Hills Public 
Housing Project Chairman and was previously a member of the Paducah Community Chest and 
Family Service Chairman.  While retired, Mr. Tidwell is dedicating his time to serving the 
community, which has provided many opportunities for his family.  He is a resident of Paducah, 
Kentucky, and was appointed to the board in January 2012.  Mr. Tidwell is currently serving his 
first term.   
 
Roger Truitt (McCracken County).  Mr. Truitt is retired from ARCO Product Company, a 
division of Atlantic Richfield Corporation.  He is a member of the Purchase Area Aging 
Committee, Academy of Chemical Engineers, and the Rotary Club of Paducah.  He is also the 



 

 5

current Vice President of the Lower Town Association.  Mr. Truitt holds a Bachelor of Science 
in Chemical Engineering from the University of Missouri at Rolla.  As a concerned citizen,  
Mr. Truitt is interested in seeing the site used to its fullest potential in the future.  He is currently 
a resident of Paducah, Kentucky, and was appointed to the board in January 2012.  Mr. Tidwell 
is currently serving his first term.   
 
Ken Wheeler (McCracken County).  Mr. Wheeler retired from the Midland Enterprises in 
2001, where he was Vice President for 20 years.  He has 25 years experience in the nuclear 
industry, specifically in design, construction, and operation of nuclear powered vessels.   
Mr. Wheeler has a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering from Southern Methodist 
University as well as a graduate degree from Oak Ridge School in Reactor Technology.  He has 
served as the Chair for numerous organizations, including:  American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers, Greater Paducah Economic Development Council, Paducah Junior College, Inc. 
(Foundation of West Kentucky Community and Technical College), Tennessee-Cumberland 
Waterway Council, and River Discover Center.  Mr. Wheeler actively participates in Rotary 
International, Propeller Club of the United States, Community Foundation of Western Kentucky, 
Greater Paducah Chamber of Commerce, and the Nature Conservancy.  He believes that his 
background in nuclear energy and his familiarity with the Western Kentucky economy provide 
him the necessary resources to be a very valuable member to the Advisory Board.  Mr. Wheeler 
resides in Paducah, Kentucky.  He was appointed to the board by site appointment in  
August 2011 and is currently serving his first term. 
 
Ralph Young (McCracken County).  Mr. Young works for 5H Technologies as a Senior 
Environmental Engineer.  5H Technologies is a woman-owned small business that combines 
engineering skills and project management experience to deliver environmental management 
solutions.  Currently, the company has no direct contracts with DOE.   However, 5H 
Technologies holds a contract with Uranium Disposition Services to support air compliance 
programs at the Paducah and Portsmouth sites.  Mr. Young holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Chemical Engineering from Cornell University, a Master of Business Administration from the 
State University of New York at Buffalo, and a Master of Science in Engineering Technology 
from Murray State University.  He currently serves on the Paducah Chamber of Commerce’s 
Government Affairs and Business and Community Development Committees and formerly 
served on the Paducah-McCracken County Joint Sewer Agency Board.  Mr. Young is a 20-year 
member of the Air and Waste Management Association and also works with the GPS Recycle 
Now Program in Paducah.  He wants to help secure the best in Paducah for his family’s future.  
A resident of Paducah, Kentucky, Mr. Young serves as the Chair of the EM SSAB at Paducah.  
He was appointed to the board by site appointment in January 2009 and is currently serving his 
second full term. 
 
 
 


