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Project BackgroundProject BackgroundProject BackgroundProject Background
• Statement received by DOE 

D b 14 2009December 14, 2009
• DOE reviewed records
• Records reviews could not 

prove or disprove allegations
• Potential Contaminants of 

Concern were identified in 
these records reviews

• Investigation objectives
1. Ensure protection of school 

t d t t ff d i itstudents, staff, and visitors
2. Results before school resumed
3. High level of confidence



Project BackgroundProject BackgroundProject BackgroundProject Background
• DOE authorized monitoring, g,

sampling and testing of the 
Heath Elementary School t o 
begin on 12/19/2009 with thebegin on 12/19/2009 with the 
following objectives:

1. Ensure protection of school 
t d t t ff d i itstudents, staff, and visitors

2. Results before school 
scheduled to resume

3. High level of confidence



TechnicalTechnicalTechnicalTechnical
• Reviews of records identified the following 

potential Contaminants of concernpotential Contaminants of concern:
– Radionuclides
– Chromium and NickelChromium and Nickel
– PCBs 

• Sampling and monitoring was conducted via:
– Field tests to provide immediate indication
– Walkover radiation survey (see slide)

Soil Samples for lab analyses (see slide)– Soil Samples for lab analyses (see slide)
• PGDP Lab
• KY Division of Waste Management



RadiologicalRadiological SurveySurveyRadiologicalRadiological SurveySurvey



Soil Sample LocationsSoil Sample LocationsSoil Sample LocationsSoil Sample Locations



ConclusionsConclusionsConclusionsConclusions
DOE found NO indicationof cantaminants above 

b k d l l th i NO i k t t d t t ffbackground levels; there is NO risk to students, staff or 
visitors

• Site walkover showed no radiation readings indicating 
contaniminated soils

• Gamma spectroscopy showed normal background 
readings

• Soil samples showed chromium and nickel at normal 
background levels

• Radioactive isotopes were at naturally occurring 
background levels

• PCBs were not detected 



Information Provided to StudentsInformation Provided to StudentsInformation Provided to StudentsInformation Provided to Students

Information was distributed inInformation was distributed in 
timely and open manner through 
the following venues:

•Open communication with the 
McCracken County School 
BoardBoard

•Notification and communication 
with The Paducah Sunwith The Paducah Sun

•Follow up report sent home with 
students, staff and visitors of 
Heath Elementary School



RecommendationRecommendationRecommendationRecommendation
The Paducah Citizens Advisory Board wishes y

to commend DOE on its decision to take the 
anonymous, handwritten note seriously and 
for its speedy response in ascertaining p y p g
whether there were indeed contaminants 
contained within the soils at Heath 
Elementary School which might haveElementary School which might have 
originated at the PGDP.   That DOE and PRS 
developed an information bulletin which was 
provided to all involved persons indicatesprovided to all involved persons indicates 
that DOE is sensitive to the concerns of the 
community.



RecommendationRecommendation (2)(2)Recommendation Recommendation (2)(2)

Because the whole area of the groundsBecause the whole area of the grounds 
surrounding the Heath Elementary School 
was surveyed above ground and soil 
samples were taken and tested with nosamples were taken and tested with no 
findings of contamination, it is recommended 
that DOE compile this information into a 
retrievable document The CAB furtherretrievable document.  The CAB further 
recommends that DOE compile data from all 
future surveying and sampling into 
retrievable form so that it will not beretrievable form so that it will not be 
necessary to repeat such surveying and 
sampling.



Committee PositionCommittee PositionCommittee PositionCommittee Position
• The Executive Committee wants to publicly commend 

DOE f it di t d th h t thiDOE for its expedient and thorough response to this 
allegation.   

• The committee wants to thank DOE for its committment 
t t t h h lth d th i t i llto protect human health and the environment, especially 
when children are involved.

• The committee wants to ensure that data gathered from 
this investigtion and similar investigations in the futurethis investigtion and similar investigations in the future,  
are recorded in an easily retrievable manner in order to 
avoid having to re-sample or scan areas deemed clean.
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