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BackgroundBackground

• Statement received by 
DOE December 14, 2009

• Reviewed records  
• Objectives 

1. Ensure protection of school 
students, staff, and visitors

2. Results before school 
resumed

3. High level of confidence  
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Sampling TimelineSampling Timeline
•

 

Dec. 21-Jan 13 - Lab work 

•

 

Jan. 4 - Summary distributed 
to students
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Heath Elementary SchoolHeath Elementary School
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Areas Identified from Records Search Areas Identified from Records Search 
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Development of Sampling PlanDevelopment of Sampling Plan

• Contractor work locations determined list of potential 
contaminants

• Items we looked for at the school included these:
– Radionuclides  
– Chromium and nickel   
– PCBs 

• PRS developed a systematic unbiased plan to cover entire 
school site 

• Plan specifics 
– Site walkover radiation survey with 59,000 data points  
– 19 gamma spectroscopy locations
– 55 soil samples  

• Kentucky officials consulted on sampling approach 
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Sitewide Radiological Survey Sitewide Radiological Survey 
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Soil Sample Locations Soil Sample Locations 
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Conclusion Conclusion 
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• Site walkover showed no radiation readings indicating contaminated soils
• Gamma spectroscopy showed normal background readings
• Soil samples showed chromium and nickel at normal background levels
• Radioactive isotopes were at naturally occurring background levels 
• PCBs were not detected 

We found no indication of 
contamination; there is no risk to 

students, staff, or visitors
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Summary Provided to Heath Students Summary Provided to Heath Students 
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