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Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant Citizens Advisory Board Meeting Minutes
November 20, 2008

The Citizens Advisory Board (CAB) met at the Environmental Information Center (EIC) in Paducah,
Kentucky, November 20, 2008, at 6 p.m.

Board members present: John Anderson, Anna Brewer, Allen Burnett, Judy Clayton, Bobby Ann
Lee, Elton Priddy, Alex Roman, John Russell and Jim Smart

Board members absent: Matt Duncan, Shirley Lanier and Don Swearingen

Board Liaisons and related regulatory agency employees: Ed Winner, Kentucky Division of
Waste Management (KDWM); Turpin Ballard, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA);
Stephanie Brock and Rob Gresham, Kentucky Radiation Health Branch (RHB)

Deputy Designated Federal Official: Reinhard Knerr

DOE Federal Coordinator: Buz Smith

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) related employees: Rich Bonczek, Pam Dawson, Rick
Dearholt, Tracey Duncan, Marty Gray, Bob Hamilton, Marc Hill, Kevin Kytola, Jim McVey, Janet
Miller, Brad Montgomery, Steve Moore, Harmony Paulsen, Ann Riedesel, Eric Roberts, Greg

Simonton and Jim Staehr

Public: Maggie Morgan and Gary Vander Boegh


mailto:padssab@apex.net
http://www.pgdpcab.org/

Agenda

Roberts asked for modifications to the proposed November agenda. The Board approved the agenda

as submitted.

Deputy Designated Federal Official Comments

Knerr presented project updates to the Board. All presentations are available on the CAB Website at
www.pgpdcab.org. Questions and answers (paraphrased) appear below.

Questions/Comments

AnNswers

Smart: Does DOE plan to drill underneath the
C-400 Building? Previously there had been
discussion of angle borings.

Knerr: No. The technology is designed for the
electrodes to go straight down. When the United
States Enrichment Corporation (USEC) shuts down
and transitions the building back to DOE, an
investigation will be scheduled for underneath the
facility.

Burnett: On the Surface Water Operable Unit
(OU) actions, some of the outfalls and the
North-South Diversion Ditch (NSDD) will be
dredged and contaminated dirt disposed. What
will keep these areas from being re-
contaminated?

Knerr: The outfalls meet Kentucky Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System limits. This removal
action is focused on interim actions to remove hot
spots. There are some levels of contaminants that
will remain but are not a health risk to the worker
and is not migrating from the current location.
Upon approval, the remedial action will address
final cleanup of effluent ditches.

Russell: Does DOE perceive no comments
received on a document as a success?

Knerr: No. DOE encourages comments from the
public.

Russell: DOE might consider altering the
current public involvement process to
encourage comments.

Knerr: DOE can take a look at ways to improve
public involvement. Currently, DOE provides
information in the local newspaper. The public
meeting explains different ways for the public to
become involved and provide input into the
decision documents. More public meetings are
planned in addition to regulatory requirements.

Lee: How was the additional five soil pile
areas identified? Is there a procedure in place
for the public to request that DOE investigate a
soil pile?

Knerr: The piles were identified in the past but
were not properly tracked as identified. Paducah
Remediation Services (PRS) has taken corrective
actions to ensure all piles are tracked. The piles
were re-identified while preparing the area for
USEC activities. The public can contact PRS, DOE
Site Office, CAB, KDWM or the Kentucky
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources for
investigation of an area. During the walkover,
surveyors will be identifying and tracking any
anomalies for further investigation.
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Federal Coordinator Comments

Smith said he was excited to be involved with the CAB and looking forward to working with the
members. On behalf of DOE and PRS, he presented a framed picture of the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion
Plant 1950-2008 Timeline indicating the achieved milestones to the CAB for recognition on all their
hard work.

Lee said Smith is the new Federal Coordinator for the CAB but Seifert may still participate in the
committee meetings.

Liaison Comments
Kentucky Division of Waste Management

Winners said KDWM is reviewing the Burial Grounds OU Remedial Investigation and the Surface
Water Action Memorandum. KDWM, EPA and DOE are working together on the Generic Engineering
Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) to streamline the Decontamination and Decommissioning (D&D)
process. He said DOE has achieved a “yes” on the environmental indicator for current human exposures
to contaminants under control. KDWM had asked for four specific conditions to be met to meet the
criteria for a “yes” 1) flow chart of decision for soil piles, 2) continue to characterize existing soil piles,
3) signage, and 4) site wide walkover. DOE has met those conditions.

Environmental Protection Agency

Ballard said he attended the first DOE public meeting to education the public leading up to the Waste
Disposal Alternatives. The presentations were a very fair representation of past activities and future
decisions that must be made. Future meeting will go into more detail on the alternatives and what the
cell could look like. This was a great way to receive feedback and believed the public meeting was well
done. Knerr said similar outreach will be conducted for other projects such as Burial Grounds,
Dissolved Phase Plumes and as well as the Waste Disposal Option Alternatives.

Presentations

Generic EE/CA

Montgomery, PRS, provided a briefing on the Inactive Facilities D&D Engineering EE/CA. Questions
and answers (paraphrased) appear below.

Questions/Comments ANsSwers

Burnett: What will be the actual impact on the | Montgomery: This document would streamline
D&D cost and schedule by approving the D&D | the review process eliminating three to four
Generic EE/CA? months for each EE/CA but the cost saving has
not been calculated.

Knerr: The cost for each EE/CA is about
$100,000.

Burnett: If the Generic EE/CA covers all Montgomery: The decision is made for the
facilities, are preliminary decisions being made | buildings at the Action Memorandum stage.
whether a building will be torn down that may | Winner: At any time of the process, if a value is
have to be reversed at the Action found for a building that is being torn down the
Memorandum stage. decision can change.




Knerr: A flow chart is being developed and Montgomery: It would be very beneficial for
suggested that a committee review the chart as | PRS to have CAB input.

the D1 EE/CA is being developed. That
document will also be provided to the CAB.

CERCLA Five-Year Review

Duncan, PRS, provided a briefing on the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and
Liability Act (CERCLA) Five-Year Review. Questions and answers (paraphrased) appear below.

Questions/Comments ANsSwers
Burnett: What projects were initiated since the | Duncan: The C-402 Lime House, C-405
last Five-Year Review document? Incinerator, Groundwater OU C-400 Electrical

Resistance Heating, D&D OU C-410
Infrastructure Removal and the NSDD Sections
1and 2.

Lee: Will the CAB have the opportunity to Duncan: The document does not require a
comment on D1 Five-Year Review document? | formal public comment period under CERCLA
but there is request for public participation in the
process through the CAB or EIC.

Knerr: The CAB should receive the document
shortly.

Scenario Planning: Future Uses for the Paducah Site

Lee provided a summary on Scenario Planning: Future Uses for the Paducah Site. The full presentation
was posted on the CAB Website in October. A brainstorming session has been scheduled on December
11 at 4 p.m. at the CAB Office. The purpose of the meeting will include the following:

= Identify stakeholder groups with a primary interest in future use of the site

= Develop a contact list of individuals within each group

= Qutline a schedule of meeting dates with each group

= Discuss the procedures for those meetings to further the goals of scenario planning

All interested CAB members are invited to attend.

Public Comments

Vander Boegh, Commonwealth Environmental Services, welcomed Buz Smith to the Board. He asked
when the soil piles on the East Side of the plant referenced in the earlier presentation were discovered.
Knerr said the piles were re-identified approximately two months ago.

Vander Boegh asked if the landfill permit allowed the operator to place non-waste on the landfill as a
daily cover. According to information he received at the public meeting, PRS and Energy Solutions are
only placing two tons of waste a month in the landfill that is permitted to take 80,000 tons of waste a
year. He asked why a CERCLA cell would be necessary if only two tons of waste a month was being
disposed in the landfill. Winner said a CERCLA cell is not what is being considered; what is being
discussed is what to do with the waste. An on-site facility is a possibility but not a conclusion. A
CERCLA cell was only a small part of the public meeting. Winner said he would have to speak with
someone in his section that covers the landfill but it is his understanding that the daily cover of the
landfill should be clean material. Vander Boegh said unless the permit has changed, waste for daily
cover is stored at the landfill and he was surprised when he saw a truck dumping materials from a roll



off box that was probably characterized but is not part of the permit application. Knerr said DOE has
ensured that the authorized limits at the landfills have been reviewed by DOE Headquarters and three
weeks ago DOE Headquarters performed an assessment that received very high marks. Regarding the
roll offs used as a cover at the landfill, DOE has received approval from the Solid Waste Branch to use
soils inside the plant fence that have been surveyed and sampled and determined clean as a daily cover.

Vander Boegh said DOE has provided a list of contaminates to the Department of Labor for the
Employees Compensation Program. With all of the buildings that are being torn down, he hoped that
that list was being used when determining if a building should be torn down or reused. He asked if a
DOE health physicist was on-site at Paducah since Mitch Hicks had left. Knerr said DOE does not have
an individual who is currently designated as a health physicist, however, PRS and Swift and Staley have
a full staff of qualified and certified health physicists. DOE does have a nuclear engineer that has taken
over some of Mitch Hicks’ responsibilities such as HP functions including review of landfill packages
for compliance of the authorized limits. One of DOE’s direct support contractors is a certified health
physicist and does the daily responsibilities that Mitch Hicks once conducted.

Administrative Issues
Lee said the Board has received responses from DOE to all CAB recommendations. The

recommendations and responses can be found on the CAB Website at www.pgpdcab.org. Lee
applauded DOE on the success of the meeting for public awareness.

At the Executive Committee meeting, the group agreed that the following informal process should be
applied when introducing a new recommendation to the Board:

e Two CAB members sponsor a recommendation before it is submitted to the Executive Committee.
The two sponsors are expected to have reviewed and edited the background information and the
wording of the recommendation.

e The Executive Committee review the recommendation before it is submitted to the full CAB. Once
edits by the Executive Committee are complete, the recommendation should be emailed to all CAB
members prior to discussing at a CAB meeting.

Recommendation

Lee said she is interested in forming a recommendation regarding Paducah being part of Green
Remediation technology and research. An email will be sent out for interest.

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
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