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Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant Citizens Advisory Board Meeting Minutes
February 15, 2007

The Citizens Advisory Board (CAB) met at the CAB office in Paducah, Kentucky, February
15, 2007, at 6 p.m.

Board members present: John Anderson, Allen Burnett, Judy Clayton, Shirley Lanier,
Bobby Lee, Jim Smart, and Elton Priddy

Board members absent: Janet Miller, John Russell and James Tidwell

Board Liaisons and related regulatory agency employees: Brian Begley, Bill Clark, Jon
Maybriar, Edward Winner, Kentucky Division of Waste Management (KDWM); Tim
Kreher, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR); David Williams,
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); John Volpe, Kentucky Radiation Health Branch
(RHB)

Deputy Designated Federal Official: Reinhard Knerr

DOE Federal Coordinator: Mitch Hicks

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) related employees: David Ashburn, Rich Bonczek,
Tracey Brindley, Yvette Cantrell, Steve Cherry, Pete Coutts, Paul Corpstein, Kim Crenshaw,
Paul Gagnon, Bruce Gardner, Michael Gerle, Pat Gourieux, Matt LaBarge, Steve Manning,
Dave Massey, Jerry Mayes, Bill Murphie, Steve Polston, Eric Roberts, Scott Smith, Joe
Tarantino and Barry Tilden

Eight members of the public attended the meeting.


mailto:padssab@apex.net
http://www.pgdpcab.org/

Agenda
The Board approved the following modifications to the agenda:
e Soil Piles Sampling and Analysis Plan (SAP) presentation is postponed to March
e Volpe will present the RHB’s Analysis of Surface Water from eight ISCO samplers

e Chairs Meeting top three issues will be added to the Executive Committee portion of
the agenda

e The budget will be removed from the agenda
Minutes

Mayes asked for modifications to the draft January minutes. The Board approved the
minutes as submitted.

Deputy Designated Federal Official

Knerr provided project updates to the Board. The presentation is available on the CAB
Website at www.pgpdcab.org.

Murphie discussed Politics of Cleanup published by the Energy Communities Alliance. He
suggested that a task force be established consisting of DOE, CAB, regulators, and effected
stakeholders to review the recommendations in the document for potential applicability to the
Paducah site. The document can be downloaded at www.energyca.org. Murphie said DOE
could provide a representative to set up the task force. Burnett asked staff to forward the link
to all CAB members. Knerr said he would provide a copy of the document to the regulators.

Liaison Comments
Kentucky Division of Waste Management

e KDWAM has invoked informal dispute on the Community Relations Plan (CRP). The
outstanding issue is the degree of public involvement on major modifications to the
Federal Facility Agreement (FFA). The state wants the public to have the ability to
comment on documents in draft form instead of waiting until the documents have been
finalized. Burnett requested the state’s comments on the CRP. Maybriar said he would
check with management to see if comments could be shared with the CAB from a legal
standpoint. Comments will be provided at the next meeting or an answer why the
comments cannot be provided to the CAB. Lee asked when the issues would be resolved
on the CRP. Maybriar said according to the FFA, there is a 30-day period for informal
dispute and that can be extended in 15-day increments. If there is no headway, it will be
moved to formal dispute. The 30 days is up the first week in March.
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e Comments have been submitted to DOE on the C-400 60% Remedial Design Report.

e Kentucky is reviewing the 2007 Site Management Plan (SMP) and comments could be
submitted to DOE within the next couple of weeks.

e DOE has asked for a quick turnaround on the Soil Piles SAP. The state may have
comments submitted to DOE by next week.

Environmental Protection Agency

A conditional concurrence letter has been issued on the CRP with the revision of public
comments for all major modifications.

e Comments were submitted to DOE on the C-400 60% Remedial Design Report.

e EPA has requested that the latest updates on the Soil/Rubble Piles be added to the SMP.
Williams said the EPA has some issues on the Soil Piles SAP with requirements for
notifications regarding Solid Waste Management Units (SWMUs) and Areas of Concerns
(AOCs). These issues are being discussed.

e DOE has submitted responses to the comments for the Southwest Plume Site
Investigation/Risk Assessment.

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources

Kreher said he had attended a meeting with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).
Since the former KOW area was utilized by the Department of Defense during WWII,
USACE retains responsibility for contamination issues for that area. USACE has conducted
many investigations over the years at the former Kentucky Ordinance Works (KOW) site and
has hired an independent contractor to come on site next week and look at potential rad
issues. A public meeting is scheduled for late March to comment on plans to address a gravel
pit that was used for KOW debris. The main issue for the surface is arsenic and the
subsurface is metals, primarily lead. Murphie asked what rads are associated with the gravel
pit. Kreher said all sampling has been done except for rad. Murphie asked if there were any
investigations beyond the pit. Kreher said the entire site was investigated in the mid-nineties
and there were six major AOCs for the site.

Maybriar said KDWM is not in charge of overseeing the KOW. Nathan Hancock, State
Superfund Group, is the state person in charge of this area. All information on the soil piles
has been sent to Hancock and forwarded to USACE. KDWM is only involved with KOW
issues associated with a SWMU, an AOC related to the FFA, or Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act permit under the cleanup.



Radiation Health Branch

Volpe said the RHB has received eight new ISCO samplers to be installed when the weather
is warmer. The RHB has received the Soil Piles SAP for review.

Action Items

Burnett said in order to formalize the action closure process the CAB Office must receive
formal evidence for closure of an action item.

Maybriar said the Agreement in Principle data was given to Lee during the Waste
Disposition/Water Quality subcommittee meeting. Lee requested a summary of the data at
the March subcommittee meeting. Burnett requested that in the future all information be sent
to the CAB Office for distribution.

Maybriar said the language for the signage along the creek to meet environmental indicators
has been suspended until all of the soil piles have been characterized. It was agreed to close
this action item and move it to the Waste/Water subcommittee meeting agenda.

Public Comment

Vander Boegh asked if the volume of the waste pile on the east side of plant was 7000 cubic
yards, when the area was excavated and how the volume was calculated. Coutts said a civil
survey was done on the piles to get a volume estimate. VVander Boegh said this was the first
time he had heard about USACE’s AOCs. He asked if that gravel pit was one of the locations
that was provided to DOE during the findings of the soil/rubble piles. Kreher said the pit has
been identified at the site for fifteen years. Maybriar said USACE documents on cleaning up
the KOW area are public documents and have been available for a number of years. He said
when the state received Vander Boegh’s map, KDWM tried to cross-reference the areas on
the map with DOE’s AOCs or SWMUs and USACE’s AOCs. According to Vander Boegh’s
points on the map, the areas did not seem to be under the KOW investigation by USACE.
KDWM attempted to identify the areas on the map and it seemed to be the five ponds area.
Those ponds may have been gravel pits years ago. Vander Boegh said Williams had
mentioned at the last meeting about polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB) in the ditches leading
to certain areas. The PCB spill area that came out of C-337 area could be the source of
detects. Williams said PCBs have been a problem on the east side of the plant since the site
was built. Vander Boegh said there were depositions on buried materials by the workers
given to DOE in 2000. He asked if Williams would be interested in reviewing those.
Williams said yes.

Chris Naas, 25-year Paducah plant worker, read a testimony as a heavy equipment operator
directed to bury waste materials at many locations both within the main security fence and
outside the plant site, on government owned lands. He said inappropriate actions have taken



place over the past 30 years at the plant, but in the last few years, things are done in a much
safer way than in the past. Naas provided copies on his testimony for all parties interested.

Linda Long, former CAB member and plant neighbor, said she had asked questions in the
past about material under the scrap yard. People in the community, as well as plant workers,
are aware of actions that have taken place around the plant. That knowledge can be utilized
instead of forgotten, not mentioned, or glossed over.

Vicki Jurka, citizen, thanked Naas for his testimony. She said she had contacted liaisons for
public health for this National Priorities List (NPL) site and had not received a response. She
had contacted DOE, EPA, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), and
others. Other NPL sites have been entitled to and have received certain funded medical tests.
Jurka asked the CAB to provide quality contacts for ATSDR, EPA, DOE, Centers for
Disease Control and other agencies with regard to public health testing. Murphie asked
whom Jurka contacted at DOE. Jurka said she would provide the information. Williams said
he would like to know who at EPA was contacted as well.

Presentations

Volpe provided a presentation of the RHB’s analysis of surface water from eight ISCO
Samplers. The presentation discussed objectives of the sampling program, sampling and
analysis protocol, and the radiation activity of isotopes reported in surface water from 2001
through 2004. Burnett asked if the eight new ISCO samplers were additional samplers or
replacement samplers. Volpe said the samplers are replacements. Some of the old samplers
have been in place for ten years. The presentation is available on the CAB Website at
www.pgpdcab.org.

Subcommittee Reports
Waste Disposition/Water Quality Subcommittee

Lee said the majority of the Waste Disposition/Water Quality subcommittee meeting focused
on the Remedy Review Report presented by Rich Bonczek, DOE. Williams said the Remedy
Review Report is very valuable information on the various remedies for the C-400 project.
The subcommittee will review the summary document for discussion at the next meeting.
James Rispoli, DOE Assistant Secretary, has requested additional independent reviews
during the summer. Murphie said DOE has prepared independent reviews for years; these
reviews are not new; just not advertised. The Paducah Site Wide Remedy Review will be
placed in the Environmental Information Center for public review.

Smart will review the C-400 60% Remedial Design Report for discussion at the March
meeting.

Community Outreach

Gary Long’s membership application was sent to DOE Headquarters for approval.
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Executive Committee

The Board reviewed the Paducah CAB’s top three issues for discussion at the March Chairs
Meeting. The Board approved the issues as modified.

The Executive Committee is preparing a recommendation for consolidation of all previous
investigations into one reference document due to the findings of all of the soil/rubble piles.

Burnett said Bill Tanner, former CAB Chair, was invited to the February Executive
Committee meeting to discuss the background of the End State Vision recommendation.

Public Comments

Corrine Whitehead, Coalition for Health Concerns, said she did not see plutonium listed as a
rad waste subject in the presentation. VVolpe said Plutonium-238 and 239 were listed in the
presentation. Whitehead said there is a legal case where the Fernald plant manager stated that
the plutonium that contaminated the neighbors came from Paducah and she knows that is a
problem in the groundwater and vegetation.

Ruby English, Active Citizens for Truth, asked if the public would be allowed to make
comments on the CRP or if only the CAB was allowed to comment. Murphie said the CRP
was given to the CAB so it is publicly available.

English asked Volpe for a copy of the presentation on the Radiation Health Branch’s analysis
of surface water from the eight ISCO Samplers. Volpe said he would check to see if the
presentation could be put on Kentucky’s Web site.

English asked Volpe whom he is contracted through for DOE. Volpe said he is a private
contractor. English said she assumed Volpe is still doing contract work for DOE. Volpe said
he was doing work for the state up until 2002 until he retired and then he formed his own
company. English asked if VVolpe was using previous information and making his own
judgments or taking live samples. Volpe said the samples come from the state and he writes
the reports. Murphie said Volpe reports to the RHB, not DOE. Volpe said that is correct.

Jurka requested disclosure of potential Conflict of Interest from Board members. She said
there are members on the Board that work at the local Community College with ties to DOE
money with regard to the University of Kentucky (UK). She made a formal request that CAB
members not vote on any issue that have funding from DOE to UK with ties to the
Community College. Jurka said ties to the Global Nuclear Energy Project cannot be
discussed at the CAB but some of the property in question is part of the UK study on the
buy-out.



Administrative Issues
Motions
Budget Review

The Board discussed the recommendation “Utilization of Focus Groups in the Community
Relations Plan.” The CAB agreed to table the recommendation.

March Agenda
Budget review will be permanently deleted from the Board agenda. Lee suggested voting on
the Bylaws and Operating Procedures early in the meeting under Action Items. The February

agenda was approved as modified.

Burnett suggested that the Executive Committee discuss the establishment of a task force to
review the Politics of Cleanup published by the Energy Communities Alliance.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
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